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I.—Forzian Povitics. 


a Rosnama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 26th January Rosans1-Monap- 
m in a long article on the 1 tects in the system of oe — 
government which Persia is labouring under at “™ *™ 
present, suggests that it would be a wise piece of policy for Persia to send to 
Japan a statesman like Prince Melkum as a Pe Ambassador, for the 
purpose of negotiating a political and commercial alliance with that country. 

2, With reference to the negotiatious with the Chinese regarding Tibet, 
; the Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 28th January says 
Anglo-Chinese Convention. = +hat the wine loving nation has at last given way to 


opium-eaters. 


Persian politics 


HrevaRra, 
Jan. 28th, 1904. 


II].—Homr ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


‘ e Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 23rd January calls upon the police authori- SvuRID. 

_ | tis of the town of N cakhali to nate elsewhere a 7% 78rd, 1006. 
The social evil at Noakheli. J ber of women of ill-fame from their present 

quarters in the neighbourhood of the two Hindu hotels on the southern side 

of Mr. Brown’s dighi (tank). These hotels are frequented by the respectable 

snhabitants of the town andoneof them is also tenanted by nota few students. 

Attention is drawn in this connection to two or three complaints which were 

lodged atthe thana against these women of enticing young boys into their 

homes and then robbing them of their money, complaints on which uo action 

could be taken by the daroga for want of evidence. 

4, A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 26th January yrne-o-supmaxas, 
writes that in consequence of their inferiority in Jan. 26th, 1906. 
wealth and education, the Musalmans living within 
the jurisdiction of Kumarkbali thana(in Nadia) are 
the constant victims of oppression and ill-usage at the hands of their Hindu neigh- 
bours, who happen to monopolise all the local wealth, influence and culture, 

Only such of the Musalmans as act in deference to the views of the Hindus are 
let alone. The slightest opposition to their will provokes outrages. The ordi- 
nary Musalman cultivator or labourer is punished with castigation. And those 
Musalmans who are better off and respectable are sought to be brought into 
trouble by the institution of false cases againt them. The stories of these 
oppressions have long been ventilated inthe columns of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar, but 
the agitation has borne no fruit in consequence of the presence of a Hindu 
Subdivisional Officer and of Hindu Police officersat Kushtia. In the months of 
Falgun, Chait, Butsakh, and Jaistha last, the Hindus instituted a number of 
law-suits against the Musalmans of Chandpur (a village included in the 
Kumarkhali thana), and, thanks to the race-partiality of Babu Jagadish 
Chandra Sen, the Hindu Magistrate, and of Babu Trailokya Nath Mitter, the 
Hindu daroga, the Musalmans have had to suffer serious injury to their 
interests in consequence of the decisions in these cases. Lately the Hindus 
instituted @ number of false cases against Kazi Gholam Rasul Miyan 
of Kumarkhali, arising solely out of religious and social questions. Maulvi 
Syed Abdul Kuddus, of Komalapur, near Kushtia, is another man who 
has incurred the ill-will of the Hindus here, who are trying various devices to 
—. him into trouble. The time for the Korbani is approaching, and it behoves 
7 oP tahaesaggy to make special police arrangements in the villages of Chandpur, 
Me upur, Chapra, Goneshpur, Khoksa and Khorsedpur to permit of the 
Sprenger there not being interfered with by the Hindus in the performance 
th that religious rite. In conclusion, the desirability is insisted on of replacing 
the present Hindu Subdivisional officer of Kushtia by a European or 
Musalman. 
0. A correspondent of the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 27th January Baansr Mrrm, 
The Kumbhé mela of Allahabad. describing the rush on the great day of the Jen, 27th, 1006. 
a Allahabad fair, speaks well of the police arrange- 
Sieg oar pogrets that notwithstanding these arrangements and the presence of 
ouche in the fair, about 30 or 40 men were crushed todeath. This sad 


occurrence, the correspoudent says, was due to the fact that space had to be 
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kept clear for the procession of Sadhus, who went to bathein the river, leayi 
little margin for the overwhelming crowd. The paper commenting on this 
contrasts the above report with that of the Pioneer, which reported only 7 
deaths, and says that the police arrangement was not good, and the mounted 
police used their batons freely on the surging crowd. ; 


6. The Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 3lst January writes that, a short 


while ago, Bubu Asita Chandra Dutt, a first-c 

, An alleged case of preference of Snb.Inspector of Police at Chandpur, was an 

by the Magistrate aud the Superintendent of Police 
of the Tippera district for the higher office of Inspector of Police at Brahman. 
baria. But afterwards, onthe suggestion of Mr. Luson, the Divisional Commig. 
sioner, @ third-class Musalman Sub-Inspector had to be selected for the post. 
It is said that Asita Babu is an officer who has worked with credit for a long 
time. His only crime evidently is that he is a Hindu. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda weg’ 4 tne Ser yg of the 25th 
: January says that the honour and prestige of the 
reespmarehaenens Calcutta High Court seems to calle in ‘the hands 
of Mr. Justice Brett, owing to the far from courteous manner in which he 
dispenses justice. Recently he exclaimed ‘‘nonsense” while a Vakil was ad. 
dressing the Court. On another occasion he cried out “ keep. quiet” to another 

Vakil, and a few moments after added ‘ please.” 
8. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 26th January refers to the dismissal of the 
| case which was brought by Babu Kesab Chandra 

A case against the Bonaripara 


peaitive wilhes Banerji against the Bonaripara punitive police, 
and says :— 


The Magistrate of Barisal has dismissed the case, under section 203 of 
the Indian Penal Code. But why eite Jaw and section? At present 
the will of officials is law. When in India, the object of law is to suppress 
the Indians; that object may be served in any way. Why make farces 
of judicial trials? That the officials are trampling law under foot is 
not only evident to educated people, but is also felt by the illiterate masses. 
The reign of zulm in Eastern Bengal, especially in Barisal, Bonaripara, Narot- 
— and some others places, is daily adding to the shame of British rule in 

ndia. 

9. Incommenting upon the sentence passed by the Macistrate of Alipore, on 

i iti a the boys who took part in the Bhawanipur riot, the 

: Bharat Mitra | Calcutta} of the 27th January 
remarks:—This case which had been pending in the Court of the Magistrate 
of Alipore has at last been concluded. The Magistrate, in sentencing the boys, 
made a heartless remark. Similar injustice has been done in many other 
places. Tho High Court has also dismissed appeals in such unjustly decided 
cases. On the other hand, Lord Minto throws the burden on the High Court, 
and His Excellency wishes to do nothing himself. Along with this, famine has 
made its appearance in Eastern Bengal; cholera and small-pox are raging there; 
the inhabitants of the new Province are thus suffering from the wroth of 
Providence, as well as that of the authorities; their endurance and persistence 
under these circumstances are simply praiseworthy. 

10. Referring to the judgment in what is known as the Bhawanipur 

The Bhawanipur studonts’ case. students’ =) the Swadesh | Calcutta ] of the 29th 
January writes :— 

Would the British Empire have been utterly ruined, if this worthy Magis- 
trate had not inflicted such hard punishment in the present case? Would not 
justice have been satisfied without this hurling of thunders at the soft limbs 
of the boys? What a terrible judgment! It has sorely grieved the entire 
public of Culcutta. God’s will be done! We believe oppression like this will 
ultimately do good rather than evil to the country. As the devotee has sung: 

‘The mother chastises the son for his good.’ 


There is no doubt that in this ‘chastisement ot God, He has some good 


purpose hidden. 


( J 


11. In the course of an article headed “ Secrets of Justice,” the Hinds Banga- 
; | vasi (Calcutta, | of the 29th January writes:— ~~ 
Bidubhusan Chakravarti's case. The case a by” a ce, ‘Ghakra- 
‘gal, for criminal: trespass, aganist Captain Lyall of ‘the. G 
a posers by the Joint-M naletrabs Whereupon the plaintiff filed an: : 
in the Judge’s Court, which has also been dismissed, after a hot discussion. 
It is probable Bidhubhusan Babu may now move the High Court to satisfy 
his’ mind; but, if his case meets with a similar fate there, the people will come 
to realize their real position. Hitherto the Europeanised Baboos' preached that 
the Executive Government was quite distinct from. the Courts of Law; and that 
in the eye of the law no distinction is made between a King and his subject, 
or between a rich and a poor man. We, too, make the same assertion; but 
sooner the delusion is removed the better. . 
12. Referring to the release of Bipin Chandra Guha aod others of Habib- 
pur, imprisoned in the salt case. the Hitvaria [Cal- 
Effect of punishment of Swa- cutta) of the 28th January 1906 says :— 
en he officers thought that the punishment of 
gentlemen connected with the Swadeshi movement would deter others from 
taking part in the agitation, while those that have been punished will be 
shunned by society, but the result has been the contrary, © 7 
[f Government is able to punish a few more gentlemen like those 
mentioned above, the Swadeshi movemont will gain a thousand times greater 
strength. 
: 13, In commenting upon the prosecution of Babu Bepin Behari Das, Head 
The Mymensingh school-master’s Master of the Edward School, Mymensingh, the 
case. same paper says :-- 
We don’t know under what section the Babu is being prosecuted. Under 
the rule of the Hon’ble Sir Bampfylde Fuller, thousands of cases like this will 
be heard of. 


(d)—LEducation. 


14, In noticing the opening of the Mining and Geological Institute at 
The Mining Tostitate at “rS#080l the other day, the Hitvarta (Calcutta) of 
P Poet . the 28th Jaunary says: — 
The number of European members in this 
Institute exceeds that of the .natives, and in consequence, when the Institute 
— into existence, the Europeans, and not natives, will be largely benefited 
y it. 


(e)—Local Self Governnent and VUunictpal Ad ministration. 


15. Referring to the Government of India’s Resolution on its plague 
eeaiimesils slanae ales policy, the Mitavadi [Calcutta | of the 26th Janua 
. says that the instructions contained in the Resolu- 
tion are good in themselves, but that such instructions are generally: given 
effect to in an objectionable manner, just as the circular prohibiting the cry 
of Bande Mataram in roads or a places is being improperly given effect to 
by officials. Already the Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality is saying 
that the authoritier are not always bound to sacrifice the principles of hygiene 
to the prejudices of the people. It is hoped that the Government will not. 


accept the above view in the matter of the prevention of plague. The-peovle 
of the country will never submit to depregativn and isolation. i . iia 


16. With reference to the stamping -out of plague in’ India, the~suwor Bancavasi, 


Hindi Bangavast' {Calcutta] of the ‘29th Januar 

Pla licy of " y 

ene re: © Se seen genes the following extract from Dr. Cook’s 
report :— 


_ “When I suggested & compaign against rats in 1898, a most indignant 
etter appeared in the L’angavast, a vernacular paper, protesting against such a 
cruel and impious procedure,” and observes that, whether Dr. Cook admits 
if or not, the destruction of rats ig proceeding queel: and rewards are 


awarded for the same. ‘The work of destructi 
on was considered by us cruel 
when it was first begun, and we still stick to the same Opinion. We have ae 


all along of opinion that deaths from pl; i} | 
plague are due to our ill-luck. 'Had 
we followed the example of our forefathers, and stuck to our’ religious 
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ormances, the @ poison would not have affected our bones so easi 
a has now cat “Ween told sometimes that even the death from ‘ees 
of a large number of rats in a house has not in the legst affected its em 
occupants, a fact which leads us to the conclusion that the destruction of rats 
is cruel but ineffective. | ’ : 

In spite of our protest, contracts are going to be given for the destruction 
of rats, and arrangements made for improving the sanitation of houses, 

For a time plague inoculation was not heard of, but the experiment is now 
going to be revived, and those who will avail themselves of its benefit will be 
rewarded by the Government. whe 7 ys | recourse is not going to be had to 
force this time in carrying out any of the above measures of prevention. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


17. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 28th January says that it has 

i been receiving various kinds' of complaints regard- 
er ing the Manager of the Rohini Estate (Deoghur) 
for some time past. The officers are also tired of hearing complaints against 
the said official. Even if a hundreth part of what is alleged against the 
Manager be true, he should be compelled to retire now. 

It is alleged that he leases out lands to his relations rent-free or on a 
nominal rent; he sometimes causes fish to be caught in the estate ponds, and 
sends them as presents to his friends. If these allegations be true, it is really 
shocking. They say that, if the Deputy Commissioner institutes an enqui 
into the matter, the facts will come to light. It is hoped therefore that an 
enquiry will no longer be delayed by the Deputy Commissioner. 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


18. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 24th January complains of 
the inconvenience to which intending passengers 
are put at the Midnapur Railway station, in 
consequence of the booking-office not being opened sufficiently early 
before the time fixed for the departure of each train to avoid a rush for 
tickets. 
19. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika 
[Calcutta] of the 25th January complains of the 
PR a road in the Bankura ¢xtremely bad condition of the road between 
Kotalpur thana, in the Bankura district, to Khanda- 
gosh thana, in the Burdwan district. In many places this road has been 
encroached upon by cultivators. The Bankura District Board has more than 
once been petitioned to repair that portion of the road which lies within its 
jurisdiction, but to no effect. If the Board allots Rs. 100 annually to the 
purpose, the work may be done in five or six years. The attention of the 
authorities is drawn to the matter. 
20. Referring to the accident on the Assam-Bengal Railway between 
; : Itakhola and Mantala stations noticed in para- 
a Ramp ne on the Assam- raph 36 of Report on Native Papers for 20th 
— 4 January 1906, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 25th 
January writes that no accurate information of the casualties that resulted from 
this accident has been obtainable. But these include three cases of serious injury; 


A Railway complaint. 


_ the sufferers being all gentlemen of the writer’s acquaintance. One of these, 


Oumaav Migr, 
Jan. 28rd, 1906. 


Babu Prakas Chandra Das, who was the Manager of Baikuntha Nath 
Roy of Jalsukha, died after 16 days of intense suffering onthe 11th January 
last. 


(h)— General. 


21. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 23rd January writes :— _ 
as Sideline aks Maan Sir Bampfylde Fuller is coming to Mymensingh, 
ly ampfylde ond we shall address a few words to His Honour 02 
this occasion, It is said that he is desirous of 
mixing with all sections of the community and of getting to know of their 
wants and aspirations, and that it is his sincere ambition that he may be 
popular with all for his good Government. It is a strange freak of fortune 
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one with such lofty resolves is not succeeding in obtaining praise for his 
pe et ales vay We pl ined to write anything against him in the columns 
of the Charu Mihir, and it 1s not at all pleasant work for us to be continually 
writing in disparaging terms of the doings of the highest officials. But we 
cannot suppress the truth. We can all understand the motives of those who 
are attempting to ingratiate themselves with Sir Bampfylde by insincere praise. 
We trust His Honour will calmly ponder on what we shall say in good spirit. 

The opportunity for gaining a — name and fame which fell to Sir 
Bampfylde on his assumption of the c ge of the new Province was one which 
rarely falls to the lot of administrators. ‘The popular mind was then in a state 
of unrest and excitement from the first shock of the partition, A very storm 
of discontent was then blowing over Eastern Bengal as the result of the policy 
of Lord Curzon. The Bengalis had lost faith in the Government, in conse- 
quence of the manner in which the late Viceroy, ignoring universal popular. 
opposition, had carried out the partition behind the back of public opinion, so 
to speak. The entire land of Bengal was then in deap mourning. Such was 
the time when Sir Bampfylde paid his first visit to Dacca. His Hunour was 
not properly welcomed to that town. Not even the most thickheaded person 
imagined that it was out of malice for him personally that the people of Dacca 
showed disrespect to Sir Bampfylde. We have said many times before and 
we repeat it now that nobody in Eastern Bengal harboured any feelings 
against His Honour personally in the beginning. (n account of the partition, 
the state of the popular mind was not then favourable to the public exhibition 
of joy. The Lieutenant-Governor of the new Province fell into a serious error 
by taking this to mean disrespect for him. ; 

All the troubles with which the Province has since been visited would 
not have occurred if Sir Bampfylde Fuller had at that time understood the 
real state of the public feeling and with patience and tolerance had sought 
to appease and to infuse hope, in disregard of the fitness or otherwise of the 
receptions he himself might get in each place. If in those dark days he had 
mingled with the leaders of the country and endeavoured to appease the 
wounded feelings of the Bengalis by his amiability and sweetness, then, though 
the pang caused in the popular mind at the partition might not have been 
assuaged, at least His Honour himself would have succeeded in winning their 
respect and love. Unfortunately he let slip an excellent opportunity when he 
summoned the leaders at Barisal to his presence. Gradually he fell more and 
more out of touch with the leaders of the country. 

The shadow of discontent and unrest which has been cast upon Bengal 
as the effect of the partition will not be removed by the pursuance of an 
harsh and illiberal administrative policy. Troublous times like these never 
were in the history of Bengal. The people are discontented, the Magistrates, 
mostly inexperienced and harshly disposed, the police out of control, at such a 
wae wight uller — to reese prvagpt me 4 patience and wisdom. But the 
matter for regret 1s that those able officials who are acquainted wi 
circumstances of the country, and could have made Sir Seals fylde Bic Bos: 
- both iF ri — are sia ey traneerred in = time 

+o. r. Ncroope of Vacca, r. Thomson o mensingh, Mr. 
Streatfeild of Barisal, have already gone away, and Mr, Inglis, Divisional 
soning var of ee bsg ayn shortly follow. If Messrs. Streatfeild and. 
ively, then ouhle orale A h in charge at Barisal and My mensingh respect- 
ee + inal tang tony lea ave ensued at those two places. The Lieutenant- 
as ak elie hl eager might have learnt the truth from them, and 
ple sadhewin ee age the a meeesation would have been avoided. To the 
many illegal acts ‘3 ia th won Diag Se ofion on e be ascribed the 
administration of the new allt tg esiptvepaer ne mnaeigee Bet the 
ian WL foie - & cannot go on in this manner for a long 
bastility 46 the ‘anal? 4 °, part of the officials to harbour a feeling of 
Hindu y . A gt pular Jeaders in the country. What is the fault of the 
siatak ta Caan being oppressed because they are agitating lawfully 
between then and the Muselnans ) ‘at, i, the blest of cresting a breach 
largely employed in Sevibiaeer a : We shall be happy to see Musalmans 
of showing indaletnos to Basal Service. But we cannot approve of the policy 
dt 0 wa Pan aimans with the object of persecuting the Hindus, 
or tact, 10 many places the Government’s attitude towards 
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Musalmans has led them to believe that they will recetve the support of the 
authorities in everything that they may do, and this will have the effect of 
making the criminal and turbulent Musalman pulation of Mymensingh 
altogether unruly. The Musalman cultivating classes are already showing 
signs of unrest. They are being led to think that Government has taken their 
side against their Hindu landlords, and that it is the intention of the authorities 
that they should pay rents at the low rates which obtained years ago and not 
at the high rates which obtain at present. Serious consequences may follow 
the harbouring of such wild ideas by illiterate low class cultivators. At present 
it does not appear that the officials and the police have any other duty besides 
suppressing the Swadeshi movement. Cholera is omnees its victims by 
thousands in the Mymensingh district, especially in its Tangail and Jamalpur 
subdivisions. Again, food grains have become extremely dear in the district, 
But no one looks to all this. Sir Bampfylde Fuller should drop the prosecu- 
tions which have been instituted against students and respectable men in 
connection with the Swadeshi movement. Such prosecutions instead of re. 
dounding to the glory of the Government only serve to make the accused 
so many martyrs in the estimation of their countrymen. 

BarisaL HivalsHt, 22, The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 24¢h January writes that 


Jan, 24th, 1906. a : although the llth Magh was gazetted a holida 
martensite this year on account of the Brahmo Maghoisaz, the 
District Magistrate of Backergunge disallwed it and held Court as usual. 


iat 23, The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 25th January publishes a letter 
Jan, 25th, 1903. Gov ant and the Swadesss, Written by Babu Manoranjan Guha Thakurta, in 
which the writer says :-— 

No one expected that Government would openly adopt such shameful 
means to suppress the Swadeshi movement. Its talk of a possibility of rebellion 
in the country is only a pretext and not a1istake on the part of the Government. 
It is with the object of suppressing the Swadesh that the officials have become 
the champions of Vides. But to the people they say that their object is to 
save shop-keepers and purchasers from the oppressions of Swadeshi agitators. 
This is what is called enlightened hypocrisy. It is like a cat mourning the 
death ofa fish. It is as if the officials can neither eat nor sleep, owing to the 
grief which they feel at the miseries uf the people. Police officers, who will not 
visit a scene of dacoity or murder within 24 hours after receiving information 
of. the occurrence, will, if inform2d that somebody has offered the least 
obstruction to the sale of half-a-seer of foreign salt, run to the spot in hot haste. 
One looks in vain for the police in places where women are unable to save their 
modesty from the outrages of ravishers ; but people find a punitive police 
quartered in any locality where the sale of foreign articles meets with the 
least obstruction. Government has given us to understand that, if in our 
endeavours to earn the means of livelihood, we place the least obstacle in the 
a of luxury enjoyed by Englishmen, we shall not be tolerated. Sir Bampfylde 

uller and his subordinates have within a short space of time done more 
to destory the feeling of loyalty in the country, than could ever be done by the 
preaching of disloyalty by a thousand speakers for ten years. 
Sat es Veeeee. 24. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patriks [Calcutta] of the 
BARR PATO 25th January says that the opprssions committed by 
Jan, 25th, 1906, Meenas ; the anthorities in Barisal in connection. with the 
swadesht movement will be recorded in history 28 
lasting blots in the British Indian administration. Sir Bampfylde Fuller has 
announced himself as the seventh incarnation of Shaista Khan, and Magistrates 
like Messrs. Jack and Vas are merely his obedient servants. Itis men like these 
that have inflicted sentences of impriosment and fine on two respectable plea- 
ders. But the glory which this suffering has earned for the latter is such a3 


even a Sovereign, not to speak of Sir Bampfylde Fuller, may envy. We may 


dread, says the writer, Sir snc oh Ae as men dread a tiger, or we may regard 
some Magistrates in the same 


ight in which rabid ;\dogs and jackals are re 
garded; but these officials cannot expect us to love and respect them. 
Sat tne Fomewe 25. A correspondent of the same paper says that the assessment of 
Bazan Patrika. Income-tax assessment in Ram. income-tax in Rampur Hat town iS attended with 


pur-Hat. great oppression. One assessment was made in 
January 1904, and another in January 1905; and again another was made 12 


December 1905, each time the assessor taking care to increase the Government 
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the overcrowding of the Bar. 


3 That the incomes of tradesmen have decreased, owing to hard eompeti- 
tion in the market. . 


26. The Samay [Calcatta] of the 26th January ‘expresses disappoint- 


__ ment at Lord Minto’s reply to the address presented 
tien & he cod: Si the to him by the Indian Association, and says that 
n 10 ° 


His Excellency has only echoed Lord Curzon’s 
arguments on the subject of partition. Lord Minto is new to this country, and 
*+ +a believed that he has become a mere pappet in the hands of Sir Denzil 


d Mr. Risley. 
a "The Sanjivani { Calcutta) of the 25th January cannot for a moment 


e entertain the belief that divided Bengal will not 
ere again be reunited, although sach is the impression 

which Lord Minto’s reply to the address of the Indian Assoctation left 
on the minds of many. As Lord Minto rightly put it, bis duty is to carry out 
the orders of the Secretary of State. Bengal was partitioned under the 
orders of Mr. Brodrick, the late Secretary of State. If Mr. Morl 


ey, the 
present Secretary of State, reunites Bengal, Lord Minto will carry out that 


policy also. Efforts must therefore be made to get Mr. Morley to reunite 
Bengal. And this object of national aspiration will never be gained, unless 


the resolution to boycott British goods is resolutely adhered to. 
28. In noticing the questions put by the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale regard- 


ee _ ing the representation of the Central Provinces 
cinterpellations in the India in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council, the Hitvarta 

[Calcutta] of the 28th January writes:—We are 
sorry to hear of the replies given by the Government. Although the Viceroy 
is empowered to elect a member from the Central Provinces, yet the inhabi- 
tants have been denied the privilege this time; the number of additional 
members in the Viceregal Legislative Council is very small; it is a pity 
then that these Provinces should not be allowed to send a member. This 


question was, however, decided by Lord Curzon, and Lord Minto is unable 
to interfere 


nterfere, but it is satisfactory that the present Viceroy has promised to 
consider it. 


29. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th January has a letter 


| deploring the transfer of Mr. C. H. Bompas 
ose Of Mr C. H. Bompas, Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas, to 


Darjeeling, and praising him as an officer who was 
a veritable ma bap of the poor, who put down all high-handedness on the part 
of his subordinates, who laboured for the apread of education, and who, in 
short, constituted an ideal head of the district, It is pointed out that on many 


occasions many school students shouted out Bande Mataram in his presence, but 
he never showed any annoyance thereat. | 


V.~— PRosPects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


30. The Kasipur a“ SBaviel) of the 24th January reports a partial 
ere . ialilure the paddy crop in the Backerganj 
mai el rage Rice is selling at 12 seers (cutchi weight) 
in rupee. Distress is already felt by the 
gy ae Food-grains must be imported from other parts of the Be. Bs 
er to save the inhab tants of the district from death and from starvation. 


SaMAY, 
Jan. 26th, 1906. 


SaXNJIVanNl, . 
Jan, 25th, 1906 


HiItvaRTa, 
Jan. 28th, 1906. 


Datty Hrravan!, 
Jan. 29th, 1906 


‘KKasrPur Niavast, 
Jan. 24th, 1906. 
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KnULNAVAsI, 81. The Khulnavast [Khulna] of the 27th January says that food- 
Jan. 27th, 1906. grains have become very dearin the Khulna dis. 
Failare of crops in the Khulna trict, Jt is seldom that the pinch of scarcity is 
— felt in the Bagerhat subdivision of the district. 
But this year this subdivision has yielded only a 6-anna paddy crop. It is, 
therefore, feared that those places, which will not yield a good crop of boro 


paddy, will be visited by famine. This calamity may be, to a great extent, 
averted by the establishment of dharma golas in different places within the 
subdivision. ‘ 
Swanee, 32. The Swadesh [Caloutta) of the 29th January’ writes that a scarci 
Jan. 29th, 1906, Sensilty te. Beis of food seems inevitable this year in Ben Ri 
Coarse rice in Calcutta is selling at Rs, 5, and a 
better quality at Rs. 6, per maund. The price of flour also has gone up, 
Coke pa has suddenly risen in price, and is now selling at ten and-a halt 
annas 2 maund. Severe scarcity has appeared in many parts of Eastern 
Bengal. | 
Cuanv Mine, ' 3. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 25th January says that in 
Jan,25tb, 1906, . recent law-suit in Mymensingh the Musalman 
a between Hindus dofendents said that the suit arose out of the defend- 
= ants refusal to cultivate the lands of the complain- 
ant, because the latter was a Hindu. This indicates the feeling which the 
authorities have created in the minds of Musalmans towards Hindus. Again, 
there is a rumour in the mufassal to the effect that no kabuliyat will be registered 
in which the rent is fixed at more than Rs. 3-12. The consequences of this 
strained feeling between Hindus and Musalmans cannot but be serious, if 
allowed to stand for a long time. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


Sanpura, 34. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 25th January says that, owing to 
ntti ssc their intense selfishness, the English have failed in 
Tognelishmen and the future of their endeavours to become the rulers of the hearts 
of the Indians. It is madness to expect that India 
will be saved through privileges gained from the English, and those who 
harbour any such hope are the worst of slaves. The English, says the writer, 
are neither the rulers of our hearts, nor are they the rulers of our destinies. 
It is our society which rules our hearts and destinies, Acknowledge the 
English as your rulers, but do not become their slaves and do not rebel against 
your “ee 

BANDEYAs 35, ‘The same paper publishes a portion of Babu Ravindra Nath Tagore’s 
recent speech on Loyalty, in which the Royal visit 
is described as a perfect failure so far as it was 

intended to be a means of stimulating the Indian’s loyalty to British rule. 
SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 36. ‘The Samvad Prabhakar [Calcutta] of the 26th January says that the 
Jan, 26th, 106. dawn of British rule in India was marked by that 
sdsecuaana spirit of liberty and equality which was imprinted 
in the British character by the French Revolution, and it was as much this 
spirit as the greatness of the British power which led the Indians in those days 
to make the English their guides in their national regeneration. But now the 
heart of the Englishman is devoid of that generosity which marked it at that 
time, and he is capable of crushing a subject-people for the sake of a trifling self- 
interest. But the Indians also are to blame for their present helpless condition, 
because it is partially due to their idleness and inactivity during the last hali-a- 
century. But everything changes in this world, and the national life of the 
Indians has received a great stimulus, If the English fail to perceive it now, 

they will have to repent in future for their blindness. 

SaNJIVANT, 37. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 25th January makes an appeal to the 
— me . _ people of Bengal to bring about again an agitation 
tion’ tom SBainet the parti- og intense as that on the occasion of the partition, 80 
as to convince Lord Minto and the new Liberal 


Government that the Bengalis will never cease agitating until the partition is 
annulled. , 


A speech on Loyalty. 
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The 1 ing extracts are taken ftom an article héaded “‘ Panish- 
yest — ment of the eneimies of their country” in the 
Enemies of Swadeshi. = ret ante Sa weg of be 28th J pee -—We 
| unish those wicked men who, cowards as they aré, fir 
re aoe cottitig English-made goods, but are now violating it.. 
for their punishment must taken soon, for they are not only acting contrary 
to their former resolution, but are trying to mislead those who are ; in 
accordance with the vow. There is another section of meant souls 
having seen the authorities opposed to the Swadeshi movement, ate going to 
display their meanness by making fulse insinuations against the friends of 
the Swadeshi. Since there is no one to prohibit them, there can hardly bea 
meaner fellow on the face of the earth than one who purchases forbign goods. 

Cannot the society teach those a lesson who do not care for the good 
of their class but are batid on attaining their own selfish ends. Has the social 
strength of the Indian come to such a low standing ? — 

an they dare oppose the interest of their own country, under cover of 

officials, and yet escape with impunity ? Let the officials be as strict as they 
like, but they will never be able to grapple with our social problems. These 
mean people will never be admitted into the society of officials; they will 
have to seek with downcast tail their own society’s assistance and protection 
at the time of marriage of their sons and daughters, at the manes of their father 
and mother: society will then be in a position to punish these wretches in the 
following manner:— 


(1) That none shall eat and drink with them. 

(2) That none shall intermarry with them. 
3) That washerman shail not wash: their clothes. 
ts) That barbers shall not shave them. 


(5) That none shall buy from or selltothem. shea 
(6) That boys and girls shall be instructed not to play with their 
children. | | i 
In fact the society should cut off all connection with, and look down 
upon, these enemies of tneir country, who will then come to realize. their own. 
position. ‘These wicked people are now trying to persuade the simple country. 
folk that it isno longer a sin to use foreign goods. Those traders who deal 
in foreign goods should also be boycotted as above. | nee 
The attention of the leadors of village communities should also be drawn 
to the necessity of keeping the Swadeshi going, and not allow it to lose strength 
for want of support.” ght 
39. The same paper rejoices at the defeat of Mr. Brodrick, the Iste | mrvasm, 
i ees Secretary of State for India, and that of Sir 
: Muncherji Bhownuggree, both of whom supported 
Lord Curzon in the partition of “on The success of Sir Henry Cotton, 


Messrs. Herbert Roberts and C. J. O’Donell has; it says; revived the hopes in 
the minds of the natives. 


Uriya Paprgs: 


40. The Uriya and Navasamvad Belasore} of the 17th' January states 
Tae weather in Balasore. ~~ the cold was very severe in Balasor. ‘ast 


41. The Puri correspondent of the same paper makes a similar’ state- 
The weather in Puri. ment with regard to Puri town. 


42. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 20th January states that the cold 


The weather in Cuttack. was very severe and the sky slightly cloudy last 


week in Cuttack ‘ 
43. The Jajpur correspon eye 


dent of the same pap r says that the cold has 
The weather.in Jajpur. 


Come more severe in that place. 


44. The Satyabadi correspondent of the same 


The weather in Puri. statement regarding that place. 
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45. The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamead [Balasore 
a ee the 17th January states that nova mango Te 
The mangoin Pur have blossomed in: Puri,and that a goo mango 


is 
oe 46. 


he Rautrapur correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
’ 20th January says that the mango crop is hope- 
The mango in Cuttack. = =§ #41 -and that it may to a slight degree alleviate 
the distress due to the failure of the paddy crop. | 
47. The Satyabadi correspondent of the same — says that mango 
ib sia heh blossoms have appeared in plenty in that place, 
48, The Jhankar carrespondent of the same paper states that ma 
) blossoms are Visible everywhere in that part of the 
The mango in Cuttack. Cittack district. : 


Univa AND 49, The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 17th J anuary states 


NaVasaMVaD, 
sin, i ee cool the general health of Balasore town is 


town. g 


Urxarprrrea , 50. The Jajpur corvespondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 20th 


Jan. 20th, 1906, : h ; 
an, 20th, Whe teil od thn dais th erie — that the general health of Jajpur 


Unive ap 8, Tee Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 17th January is very 
MavasaNvan, oe oe ang Sorry to find that the rising prices of rice and 
7am 1706 1006, nde in Beare? “*° paddy in the Balasore district, due on the one hand 

to’ a poor crop and on the other to a continuous 
export of that food-staff, will tell heavily on the economic condition of the 
people of that district. 


52. The Jagatsingpur correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 

# 20th January says that the export of rice is very 

Export of rice from Cuttack, = brisk in the Cuttack district and that it tends to 

increase the price of that important article of food. The attention of the 

authorities is drawn to the matter and its bearing on the economical aspect of 

the question. The Jhankar correspondent of the same paper speaks in the 
same strain in respect of that part of the Cuttack district. 


Manonama, 53. The Manorama [Baripada] of the 15th January complains that 
Jone 16th, 1908. =| ssint eaainst the Bari. Pomeneers coming from the north to the Baripada 
pada Brauch railmey. —~s« Station are compelled to wait at the Rupusa 

junction for about 12 hours, and, as there is no 

house accommodation in that station worth the name, they are put to great 
inconvenience. The attention of the Maharaja of Maverthen! is drawn to 


this grievance. 


Uaira ann 64, The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 17th Jauuary recom- 
Navasauvan, - — . mends the following gentlemen to the notice of 
Jan. 17th, 1906, gutane Proposed for certain Government and suggests that Government should 

confer on them titles, appreciating their public 


services in different spheres of life :— 


1, The Zamindar of Kanika, generally called as Raja of. Kanika. 
; Babu Janakinath Bose, Government Pleader, Cuttack. 
», Ramsankar Rai, Chairman of the Cuttack Municipality. 
», Harish Chandra Ghose, Pleader, Puri. 
»» Gaurisankar Rai, Editor, Utkaldipika. 
Pandit Vaishnaba Charan Vidyasagar of Mayurbhanj. 
Babu Kailash Chandra Rai, Mahasaya, Zamindar, Dehurda, Balasore. 


», Harendra Narayan Rai, Mahasaya, Zamindar, Lakshannatb, 
Balasore. 


Babu Radha Charan Das, Zamindar, Sunhat, Balasore. 


SamvaD Vanrga | ; 
55. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 
Jaa 18th, 1906. ai a so * the mivor 18th January says thet » Uriva- gra ead ; shoul d 
be appointed as tutor to the minor Raja 0 


Kalahandi. 
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Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 20th January speaks sympathetic- 
nc a roa y of the meeting of tadian ladies at Belvedere, 
The parda party at Belvedere. assembled. together to pay their respects to Her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, and observes that this parda party has 
created a good impression all ree dais i we ae 

Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the January states that the Uriya 

alles eas si blic ee glad to learn that the minor Raja of 

The prospect of Dhenkensl Phenkanal, who has attained his majority and 

being released by the Court of who has learnt work, will be permitted to take 

itera independent charge of the State from the middle 

of the next month. The people of Dhenkanal are glad that the administration 
will pass into the hands of the family after a period of thirty years. 


me paper regrets to learn that the promise of making over 

er artic his State to the Raja of Pal Lahera in the srenent 

Disappointment of the Rajaof year has not been redeemed, and that this has 

i caused great disappointment among his numerous 

friends. The Raja was not unwilling to adopt any measure that might have 
improved the state of his finances. ; 


59. The same paper recommends the construction of a Branch Railway 

to Jajpur from the Jajpur Road station of the 

A proposed Branch Railway to Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and is of opinion that the 
— pilgrim traffic will be a paying business. 

60. The same paper is of opinion that the State prosecution of Bhala 

an unimportant paper in Bombay, is a mistake, for 

The State prosecution of much importance has been attached to the writings 

aan. ne of a paper that was almost unknown in India. 

As an immediate result of the prosecution, the article, so much complained of, 

is being read by a large number of readers in India. 


61. All the native papers of Orissa speak approvingly of the Orissabasz, 
a weekly journal in Uriya started from Calcutta, 
and observe that the paper coming as it does in 
direct touch with the centre of native intelligence, industry and trade will be 
in @ position to benefit the Uriyas stationed in and outside Calcutta. 


62. The same paper advises some of the pleaders practising in Cuttack 
: to proceed to Ganjam, where they will find good 
as aaew tee some of work and will be in a position to strengthen the 


; Uriya element, which is very weak and which is 
unable to compete with the Tamil and the Telegu. 


63. The same paper states that the reply of the Viceroy to the address 
“wo ck of the Indian Association has proved very dis- 
nee from the Tein a? §«appointing to a large uumer of men, as it was 
ddress oe ” 
—_— eo Gee Oe ae Viceroy would check his 
subordinates in the interests of the public peace 


A Uriya wee&ly in Calcutta. 


and good government. 


64. The Jhankhar corres ondent of the same paper states that the 
i diileats hiiiaiiati chaukidars in that. part of the Cuttack district 
chaukidars in Cuttack. +40 not patrol the villages in their charge in the 


them night, and that nothing is done to check or control 


Assam Papgrs. 


65. The Paridursak (Sylhut] of the 24th January apprehends that a 


Apprehended famine in Sylhet. agg ane appear in the district of Sylhet this 
qualitities of “he a ce 18 already selling at Rs. 5 per maund 


cle): . 
by the action of Merino i and the prices are being kept up at 


ho are buying up dail t 
d rupees wort = ying up daily seven to 
: ri 2 ~~ ae = at the Fenchugan) and Balganj bazars, 


GaRJaTBASTNL, 
Jan, 20th. 1906, 
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Jan, 2th, 190g. 
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UTKALDIPIKa. 


PaRIDARSAK, 
Jan, 24th, 1906. 
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II.—Hame ADMINIST RATION, 


(0) —Police 


a» Mirror remarks that the number of thefts occurring in 
ee Calcutta do not reflect credit on the local police. 
The Caloutta Police. The town dy now = of bad characters, ig rer 

‘an and it requires the utmost vigilance to discover and bring 
1 er oe The Detective Department should therefore be strength- 
ened, and all bad characters co to Calcutta should be deported. Unless 
something is done or an end to depredations of these light-fingered 


gentry, Calcutta be converted into a happy hunting ground for such 
miscreants. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


86, Power and Guardian writes that the result of the Bhowani 
case is astounding. The evidence justified the 

The Bhowanipur students case. § = ¢ snovitable Gmey 1 the acc would have 
en acquitted, but, instead, two have been fined Rs, 100 each and the third 
ores to a month’s imprisonment and a fine of Rs, 150, As appeals have 
been preferred to the District Judge, the journal refrains from making any 
comments, but, nevertheless, is constrained to remark that had the case not been 
connected with the swaaesht movement, the decision would not have been such 
a ‘ curious’ one. 


students’ 


(d@)—Educatton. 


87. The Indian Mirror welcomes the Director of Public Instruction’s 
memorandum on moral teaching in Indian schools 
pe egaaae Indian schools nd colleges as a move in the right direction and 
pie considers that it has not been issued a day too 
early. The importance of moral education has almost completely been 
neglected by the authorities, who have shown a decided predilection for practical 
and scientific education. The journal, however, is glad that the necessity for 
moral instruction has been realised and admitted in a practical manner, and 
hopes that the scheme formulated by the Director of Public Instruction will 
give an impetus to the moral education of Indian youths. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


e 
ered have to be made by the 


g else, cause a good deal of delay, to the 


Sanitation of the Indian quarters is as 
— as ever, and the duty of the Conservancy Department jeune to end 
alter it has thoroughly done its work in the European quarters, In fact, it is 


greater disadvantages under the new Corpor- 


: payers. 

The Mirror thinks that, oe the gg of the Liberals to power, a golden 
“ ! © people of Calcutta to commence an agitation 
which should be carried to eapland, if mag a the amendment of this 
: enry Cotton, Mr. C. J. onnell, and oth 
riends of India would doubtless help the repeioaaiatives of the setonayers of 
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Calcutta to the best of their power. In the meantime, however, the rate- 
should elect none but the best available men at the forthcoming municpel 
elections. ae 
89. The Bengake is informed that the Chairman of the North Dum-Dun 
cs oie _ Municipality has recently accorded sanction to 
ee certain contractor to ekin carcasses ‘within the limits 
of the Municipality, If this report is true, then in the interests of the public 
health, the unwarrantable and improper action of the Chairman calls for 
the immediate attention of the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, 
The procedure alleged to have been adopted by the Chairman seems to be ‘most 
irregular. Of the two Commissioners who voted for the proposal, one is said 
to be a creature of the Chairman’s and the other directly interested in the 
affair, inasmuch as some four dighas of his land have been leased by the cop- 
tractor, who is also said to have paid him a substantial sum as salaami, Under 
the Municipal Act, no Commissioner directly interested ina particular business 
is allowed to vote, but in this instance the Chairman seems to have utterly 
ignored the provisions of the Act, and in his desire to oblige the contractor has 
done the public a serious mischief. The rate-payers have protested inst the 
action of the Chairman, and the journal has no doubt that the illegal and 
improper procedure adopted will be reversed. . 
90. ‘The proposal to change the name of Hurrish Chunder Mukerji’s Road 
year Pee (Bhowanipur) to Prince’s Road, as a “‘ memento of 
onkeyism ran to madness. ~~ the recent visit of His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales to this city,” does not recommend itself to the Bengalee, who ho 
that it will be unhesitatingly rejected and that no Bengali will have anythi 
ar is not only of mysterious origin, but if it is carri 
into effect it will rob the late Hurrish Chunder Mukerji of the only tangible 
tribute his countrymen have paid to his memory. Can it be that some selfish 
land-owners have made the proposal, thinking that the a of land will go up 
in the event of the road being named after a prince?’ ‘This is the third attempt 
that has been made to alter the name of the road, and it is hoped that, like the 
previous ones, it will also be unsuccessful. . : anak 
91. The Hindoo Patriot writes that two proposals are about to be brought 
forward for the consideration of the Corporation, 
— namely, calling King’s Square, Bhowanipur, 
Hurrish Chunder Mukerji’s Square, and renaming Hurrish Chunder Mukerj’s 
Road Prince’s Road. It goes without saying that the Prince’s visit to 
Calcutta should be commemorated by naming some street after His Royal 
Highness, but the selection should be one which would not result in the 
obliteration of old associations valued by the public. The name of Hurrish 
Chunder Mukerji is an honoured one, and it would be‘ a and outrageous’ 
to efface the only memorial to this deceased gentleman. ere are numerous 
good roads in Calcutta worthy. of bearing the Prince’s name, and a selection 
should be made from among them. 


a? 


(hi— General, , 


92. The Indian Mirror is of opinion that India should take advantage 
ea ene _ of the favourable political conditions prevailing 
The partition agitation, =§='both here and in England to insist not only 
upon a change in the system of government in Bengal, but throughout the 
country. The result of the deputation of Messrs. Gokhale and Lajput Ral 
should be.a sufficient encouragement to others to follow their example, and 4 
definite plan of political work in England should be formulated. It 16 
confidently stated that a few months’ continuous agitation in England against 
the partition would be productive of more good than all the public meetings 
that could be held in this country, and the journal is convinced that not only 
will the partition of Bengal ‘ became a nullity,’ but that there will be a radical 
change in the entire system of government, as progressive India must have 
her long-cherished ideals and aspirations fulfilled. All that is necessary 
that the Indian leaders should not indulge in excesses of any ‘kind, and prove 
to the British public by thought, word, and deed that they are worthy of 
Self-Government. | ee ua 


93, In his reply to the 


md 
Co 


resort to such . the reason is a 
sufficiently ample oue, the authorities ah a to publish it. If, in 
spite of this appeal, % maint be justifiable to draw 
men OG rnal, however, believes. the 


posal of Government is interested, one-sided, and such 


94. The 


Lord Minto and partition. 


sppopted 


overnor 


support Mr. Brodrick’s policy. = ae ee oa 
The journal understands that there is already a proposal before the 
Government of India for a further territorial redistribution and one that would. 
be more acceptable to the people, but there is no doubt that the most welcome 
solution sai be to raixe Bengal to a nish) eon This is what the 
people must insist on, ‘The Liberal Ministry will soon be in power, snl shen 
our friends in England advise us to send a deputation to England we should 
95. The Begulee writca that there is more in the tel 


promptly send one,’ we 
legram which 
‘ Boycotting a Maharajs.’ 


appeared in the Indian Daily News of Friday last, 
Mymensingh, than appears on the surface. It is said that ‘ amongst the large 
numbers present were all the leading Muhammadans and Hindu zamindars, 
with the exception of the Maharaja of Mymensingh and his relatives.” Had 
this report emanated from a mere press reporter, no notice would ‘have been 
taken of the pointed and, perhaps, spiteful allusion to the Maharaja, bat as it 
wy n secret that. the reporter in this case is no other than M - Lyon, the 


The eanal's information is that the Maharaja who is at present in Calcutta 
and has been bedridden for some time, was not inyited tu the reception 
ad the even . 
slighted the Maharaja and it is now soucht to add insult to injury by taking 
a Maharaja to task for his absence om a function to which his accusers 
_ — the courtesy to invite him. “ls it necessary for Mr. Lyon to lower 
imseit to the. position of a reporter and a detective rolled into one, in order 
to promote the ends of ‘administrative efficiency’?” ._ permaimisiaticcals 
*°. As might have been expected, writes the Benglace, the publication 
-Boyootting the Staterman, by the Statesman of Lord Curzon’s note dated 


weeping him in the dark for more than a year in regard: 
ponde © relating to territorial ‘readjustment and the Conrt 
sbalpur district, has created quite a flutter in the dovecots 
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relating to Sir Bampfylde Fuller's . reception ‘at 


Secretary, the reference to the Maharaja acquires a ‘ sinister significance.’ 


ing party. It is the District Magistrate, therefore, who 


(24th May. 1902, in which the late Viceroy com- 
the conduct of the “ Secretaries and ope 


cretariat. Mr. Hisley’s wrath knew no bounds at the merciléss 
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trouncing which was administered to him, by Lord Curzon being mad 
publi, and he has addressed a circular letter to all Local Governments direct. 
ing that no official information of any sort should’ be supplied to the Statesm 


whose correspondents should be excluded from the press-rooms at Caleutta 
and Simla. The Bengaies hopes that Mr. Risley is now satisfied. He'alone 


has been humiliated by the publication of Lord Curzon’s note, and ‘ifthe 
infliction of a temporary pecuniary loss upon the innocent proprietors of’ the 
daring journal will help to heal the hurt that Secretariat honour feels, then 
Secretariat honour is indeed very easily satisfied.’ The journal presumes that. 
the apology demanded will shortly be tendered and the ‘ “ho ’ withdrawn, 
o7, The Amrita ieee” Patrika ering Mr. 7. fh Lgl the 
; tatesman as most offensive. Mr. Risley assumes 
ne that ‘‘the document was obviously of a confidentiat 
character” and, secondly, that its publication by a responsible newspaper 
could never be excused, as it was impossible that it had been communi- 
cated by “‘any authorised person.” Having made these two assumptions, 
Mr. Risley comes down upon the editor and accuses him of “a gross ome 
of journalistic propriety.” It is quite possible that the confidential nature: 
of the document may have been apparent to Mr. Risley and efficials of 
his frame of mind, but why should it strike others in that light? It is 
also quite possible that the Statesman obtained the document by very 
fair means. The insinuation of Mr. Risley that it was probably obtained 
through the agency of some clerk is ridiculous, as a man in the position of 
the Editor of the Statesman would not risk his reputation by resorting to this 
‘dirty’ course in order to get possession of a document which is four years 
old and which is of very little public interest at the present moment. Without 
waiting for an explanation, however, Mr. Risley came to the conclusion that 
the Editor had committed ‘‘a gross breach of journalistic propriety.” The 
final result is that the Government has sought to punish the Statesman 
by withholding official information and advertisements from it and asking 
Local Governments to do so also. Had the Editor contravened the provisions 
of the Official Secrets Act and been subjected to.a prosecution in consequence, 
no objection could have been raised ; but inthe present instance Government is 
acting in its executive capacity and this is the most dangerous = of the 
situation, for it may similarly boycott any other newspaper for publishing an 
official document, however harmless, The journal is not sure that Govern- 
ment has not rendered itself liable for heavy damages by its vindictive action in 
regard to the Statesman; but, irrespective of this, it considers that it is the duty 
of the entire Indian Press to combine and resist this new form of despotism. 
‘*One point must be made clear. The Government does not show any 
favour to the Press by furnishing it with official information. Rather it is the 
Press which confers an obligation upon the Government by making its views 
and sentiments on public questions known to al! sections of the community. 
In fact, Government cannot move one step without the help of the Press and 
should, therefore, never act harshly towards such a useful institution. If the 
newspapers were to combine and keep themselves aloof from the Government, 
the latter would find itself immersed in Cimmerian darkness. Indeed, we very 
much wish that now that Government has boycotted the Statesman, the Indian 
papers could, in their turn, refuse’ to publish all official news and papers and 
boycott the Government itself.” 
"98. In its next issue the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the public had 
pit always suspected that the Viceroy is now and 
again reduced to the position of a mere figure-head 
by his subordinates, and the publication of Lord Curzon’s note confirmed this 
suspicion. It also made it clear that subordinates would no longer be perm! 
to play the réle of the master. The publication of the document has thus 
served avery useful purpose, It Rehan that the late Viceroy was not a tool in 
the hands of his subordinates, and it has opened the eyes of the present 
Viceroy to the tactics of the Secretaries. The Statesman is therefore 
de of thanks and not ‘boycotting.’ ‘ By raising this ery of murder over 
the publication of a so-called confidential note, the authorities only conmr! 
the general notion, for which of courge there is no foundation, that they do 


‘. 4 


many things in secret which are dirty,’ 


j 


‘¢ When some of our schoolbo 
the moral indignation of the authorities knew no bounds. The Government 
stself has now sought to ‘boycott’ a respectable newspaper, not that it violated 
any law, but because it gave publicity to a document which sed ‘the 
doings of the inner official circle! But who has won—the Government or the 
Statesman? The transaction is marked by ® pettiness which cannot be. got 
over by any amount of reasoning or slavisl — Already the sympathy in 
favour of the Statesman is great. But it will in volume 
intensity ; and in proportion, the Government will fall in the estimation of the 

ublic.” 
: Referring to the statement of the Pioneer that some of the ‘native ” papers 
had not only reproduced the note, but “fortified their case against the 
rtition of Ben l by moralising upon Lord Curzon’e reflections upon the 
ecretariat procedure,” the Patrika asks iftherecan now be any doubt that the 
publicution of the document has caused unmitigated harm? “Of course the 
Pioneer would have no objection to its publication, if the ‘native’ re a 
not sought to improve their case against partition! It is in this intelligent way 
that the organs of the Government argue a case. Like master, like servants.’ . 


99. In dealing with the question whether the Government was justified in 
punishing the Statesman in the way it has done, the 
mat? Government and the State = Bengalee asks why the provisions of the Official 


Secrets Act—an Act expressly framed to punish the 


a 


unauthorised publication of official secrets—were not enforced... This omission | 


furnishes the keynote to the situation, If the public interests have not in any 
way suffered by the publication of Lord Curzon’s note, what justification is there 
for the executive orders inflicting sundry disabilities on the Statesman? ° Clearly, 
Mr. Risley and his colleagues are writhing under the publication of this castiga 
tion administered by the head of the Government at are determined to punish 
the offending journal ~ gr toy authority if the arm of the law is not long 
enough to reach it. This view is said to be the public verdict on the Govern- 
ment’s action, which it tantamount toa warning that if the law is limited, 
executive authority is all-powerful, The warning is one which no journalist 
should ignore, and a “universal protest ought to go forth from the Press of the 
country condemning this unwarrantable exercise of executive authority.” The 


journa protests against the claim of the Government to decide what constitutes | 


‘journalistic propriety,’ and says that there has been a marked disposition of 
late on the part of the Government to usurp functious that do not. belong to it. 
To the Statesman the disabilities imposed on it mean little or nothing, to the 
Government they mean a great deal, “They mean a loss of dignity and an 


exhibition of petty-minded wrath.” The Bengalee is sorry that Mr, Risle 
should have been permitted to have his own tha this eailie: | ” 


100, The Bengalee writes that in an article onthe partition of Bengal which 
Se Shes on te tees ot appeared in the issue of the Zimes for the 30th 
Bengal. December 1905,two important admissions are made, 


from a large section of th 
and that the people “ have 
was this widespread o 
affected to reg 


‘reckless hurry’ instead of allayi 
ment and strengthened the d 


made an attempt to boycott foreign goods, 


radually A sap in volume and | 
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denied, that:the Bengali-speaking people may be placed: under ons/adininis- 

teation. These are the desires ot-'the an le’ and it ‘is "not good po to 

ignore ‘them’ ‘* asa people ‘seething with discontent must constitute & serious 
impediment to all good government”. ee 
* 401. Pow and Guardian-writes that the Sabet resting that will be 

: as held: in the Caleutta: Town’ Hall:on th stinetant 

The Town Hall meeting 


Ss 102. 

Sth Jan. BO0S. Sir Bampfylde Puller and the | ig 

egespee- | the. people of -Mymensingh of 

would follow the, partition—a feat that Lord Curzon hi imeelf 

The jouruval notices that while enumerating the 

bestow on the people, the Lieutenant-Governor was 

important questions. Why was Bengal itioned at all and two Lieutenant- 

Governors appointed at a cost of two lakhs of rupees, when one could have 

efficiently administered the affairs of the entire Province? Above all, ‘ why 

should the people of Mymensingh be fleeced for the benefit. of Assam, Sir 

_ _Bampf Ide Fut er, and his Gurkha and Assam Police?” | 

Aunres Basan 103. The Amrita Bazar Patrika — that in " new rors several 
pg es. methods are being resorted to in order to injure 

wsmanaiies ng prevalent in thenew +h. interests of those zamiodars who took part in 

sia the “‘swadeshi” movement. For instance, Musalman 


raiyats are being put against their landlords by designing people, who believe 
that they would “thereby mr, official favour. This is ‘faded a compliment 
to the authorities! The result is that many Musalman raiyats are now holding 
public meetings, at which they impeach their Hindu landlords; although, before 
the partition, they were on the best of terms. Secondly, mischievous tele rams 
are being published’ in Anglo-Indian papers. One such telegram, evidently 
of official manufacture, which appeared in two Calcutta papers about three or | 
four days ago, insinuated that the Maharaja of Mymensihgh deliberately kept 
himself aloof when the Lieuteriant-Governor visited that town. The real fact 
is that neither the Maharaja nor his Manager was formally invited to be 
present on the occasion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit. They were thus 
unaware whether His Honour’s visit was private or public. Itis the Maharaja 
who was slighted, and isit now ‘sought to charge him with discourtesy to the 
ruler of the Province? This,.to.say the least, is mean; bat Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller is too intelligent not toe seé through it, =. oa 
Baxeatas, 104. Asthe people heave not been clamouring for a Legislative Council, 
la Feb 06. 0. the: -Bengalee cannot account for Sir Bampfylde 
a Teread tegmenve Council for Fgiler’s unnecessary haste in calling. one into exist: 
ei: cent ence; unless it is to divert tho: attention of the 
people from an: agitation which they are resolved -to continue with renewed 
vigour. Does Sir Bampfylde Fuller still adhere to his prediction that beyond 
one or twp angry ches, nothing more would be heard .of the partition 12 
Parliament? Will he say what the Secretary of State thinks of the partition ’ 
If the latter resolves to undo the partition—a contingency by no means unlikely, 
as the Liberal:Government have already announced their intention of undoing 
much of the work of their , predecessors—will the existence of a Legislative 
Council, hurriedly called into being, be of much avuil in restraining the 
,» JCommentizig on the constitution of the proposed Legislative Gouneil,. the 
journal writes that of the. fifteen.members, nine will be officials and Government 
nominees and. at least two, namely, the representative of the tea or jute 
industry and the representative of the Commissioners of the Port.of Chittagong: 
are bound to be Europeans, who may be relied upon to vote. with Government 
in all matters that do not exclusively concern their constituents, ‘‘ Out of 
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nembers, thetefore, not more than four can possibly be independent 
sdites aaa, the ‘two representatives of the District - Boards, the repre- 
sontative of the Municipalities, and the representative of the ‘Muahammadan 


Association or the Landholders’ Association, as the case may be. But four is 


4h xi mbéf, and the actual number may be three or even two, as 
ig io, nothitig t0 prevent a European from ,being elected by the D trict 
Boards or the Municipalities, in some of which—especially in the tea and jute 
districts—the European élement is all-powerful. It will be a Cou neil worthy 
of the new Province and its ruler, and all self-respecting Indians will give it 
‘a wide berth.” : ! r btey 


V.—Prospgcrs or. THE Crops AND ConDITION oF THE Péopte. 

105. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that in consequence of the winter 
ies paddy crops having failed almost: everywhere in 
the Province, the people are face to fate with a 
; t scarcity, if not a regular famine: The prices 
of food-stuffs havé already assumed famine rates, so that distress is being felt 
in many quatters. It is time that the local rulers adopted precautionary 
measures in order to alleviate, as much as possible, the sufferings of the people. 
Barisal, the “ granary of Bengal,” will have to import rice this year for the 
sustenance of its inhabitants. : 


Failure of the winter paddy 


crops. 


VI.—MIsceLLsNEous. 


106. The Indian Mirror learns from i. pavtamnporsty Maharatta, = 
| . a deputation from Bengal will soon proceed to 
Eedien depataticn to Dagiane. eslead to agitate sade the partition a endea- 
vour to have the whole question laid before Parliament if the India Office 
roves relentless. It is further proposed to apprvach individual members of 
| Bete in order to convince them of the unwisdom of the measure. The 
Mirror hopes that this information is correct, as Bengal has already dwadled 
too long over the matter. ‘I'he people must now set about in right earnest to 
restore the integrity of their Province, 
107. The Bengalee reproduces from the Pioneer of Sunday last an article 
<a sarees i ani ‘ apie to cee the a ee of 
Oe rr hiie octinge @ *°Pr the local police in not dispersing. the second meet- 
eer ing held at Serajgan]. a the Pioneer :—“ The 
(the swadeshi party) cannot appreciate the position; so.long as there is no ris 
of disorder the authorities will doubtless let them address audiences to their 
beart’s content, It is only where there is an obvious risk of disturbance that 
they will be prevented from creating popular excitement.” How preposterous 
this plea is will be apparent from the fact that both at Rajshahi and Serajganj, 
where public meetings were at first prohibited, they were held after an interval 
of a week or so. If the risk of a disturbance was so obvious at the first 
meetings conyened at these places, how was it so completely obviated as regards 
the second meetings? What “obvious risk’ was there in the case of the 
suppressed meetings? The fact that no distyrbance tuok place at the subse- 
ey meetings held at the same places a little. more than a week later shows 
at the authorities were either dreaming or had become temporarily demented. 
If not, there is no getting over the conclusion that the authorities at Rajshahi 
and Serajganj acted as bullies in stopping the meetings and that, like bullies, 
they decamped at the sight of men who knew their rights and meant to enforce 
them, ‘The Bengalee is surprised that a paper like the Pioneer should be 
un-British enough to wapport the suppression of public meetings. : 
108. The Behar Herald chink i desirable that the head of the Govern- 
nF te ment should, from time. to time, with a view to 
Pioarng be de Civilian Bareau- ameliorating the strained relations that sometimes 
Ay | . exist between Government officials and nutives, 
due often to the want of common courtesy on the part of the former, issue 
instructions to all covenanted civilians to guide them in their attitude towards 
ang, Sakeronnins with natives, The ye of departments should in turn issue 
similar instructions to their subordinate officers, bearing in mind, at the same 
time, that example is stronger than precept. The frequent and unreserved 
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is most necessary for the efficient performance of his duties. Religious and 
social differences necessarily separate him from the people and prevent his 
forming that estimate of their character which is only to be acquired by private 
intercourse. Conscious of this disadvantage, he should strive to remedy it 

iving the people the freest access to him in all official matters and by 

bouring to inspire them with confidence in the soundness of his judgment 
and rectitude of his purpose. Excessive suspicion of gative subordinates ig 
a fatal mistake, as they should be, to some degree, his confidential advisers in 
cases of difficulty. 

109. It is with sincere pleasure that the Indian Mirror notices a general 

awakening among women all over India. This 
Progress among Indian ladies. = how gpirit is attributed to the partition of Be al, 
which has stirred the feelings of the people to their very i, Zenana ladies 
have not only taken the swadesht vow, but have attended public meetings, seated 
behind purdahs, and have also held meetings of their own at Dacca, Mymensingh 
and other places, at which resolutions have been passed eschewing foreign goods, 
Some have taken to the antiquated charka or spinning wheel and others have 
bought Japanese knitting machines. When the women are animated by such 
an ardent spirit the men cannot remain lukewarm for long. ‘ All these reports 
coming from the different provinces of India indicate a general awakenin 
among Indian women. May they take their place by the side of the men an 
work together for the regeneration of the motherland.’ 

110. The Amrita Bazar Patrika has no doubt that so long as the people 
remain apathetic, the rulers of India will, with the 
indirect sanction of the English Government, con- 
tinue to commit illegal acts like the partition of Bengal.. Further, they cannot 
expect any help from the present Liberal Government if the people do not 
force their grievances upon its attention by persistent agitation. Any privilege 
obtained by begging, however, does not mean much, and the people must also 
work out their salvation by their own exertions. The agitation must be 
continued, and the people must go on developing the indigenous industries, for 
herein lies the regeneration of the country. If they accomplish this, it would 
to some extent neutralise the evils of the Russian methods of administration, 
It should never be forgotten that if Gurkha rule takes root in new Bengal, it 
will gradually be introduced in every other province. 

111. The Bengalee regards as unfair and unjust the remarke on the 
Congress in which the Pioneer indulges in the course 
of an otherwise admirable article on ‘Indian 
National Sentiment.” Jn this article it is stated that the extremists of 
the Congress think it necessary to speak of the British domination ‘in 
terms that would hardly be out of place in describing the most brutal 
proceedings of earlier conquerors.’ The Bengalee points out that ‘‘Congress- 
men, whether extremists or not, have never as a rule been disposed to indulge 
in a general comparison of the present Government with those that preceded 
it. Where such comparison has been made, it has generally been limited to 
particular aspects of the situation. The economic aspect, for instance, is one 
where a comparison between the present Government and the Government of 
Moghuls or Pathans is not only natural but inevitable. What is worse, the 
Government themselves often provoke such comparison by putting forward 
claims to moderation or leniency, whether in respect of land-assessment or 
otherwise, which can only be judged by comparing the present system with 
that of the preceding Governments, Hindu or Muhammadan. None have 
been more unsparing critics of the British Government in these respects than 
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and Mr. Romesh Chandra Dutt, both of whom are 
veteran Congressmen; yet none have been more anxious to do justice to 
British rule, where it is due, or less disposed to hazard a general or wholesale 
comparison of the existing order of things with that it has supplanted. 

It is therefore worse than cruel to denounce as extremists men who have 
been careful not to give offence and who thoroughly appreciate the difficulties 
under which an alien Government must necessarily labour. 

From a criticism of the “ extremists of the Congress,’’ says the Bengalee 
the Pioneer naturally passes to a defence of the policy of the Government. 
is contended that there has been “steady progress in admitting natives of 
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India to the highest posts in Indian official life.” ‘‘Steady progress” there has 
been none, as the Congress has repeatedly shown. On the contrary, the position 
of the educated Indian to-day is, if mathe 4 worse than it was several years 
ago. The higher an Indian goes in official life, the more clearly does he see the 
injustice of a system that debars the great majority of his countrymen from 
the higher administrative posts. 

No responsible man would contend that the Government is absolutely 
selfish or that it is carried on in the sole interests of the governing class; but, 
at the same time, it is impossible to deny that the “selfishness of the British 
Government is paramount in those cases—and their number is legion—in 
which the interests of the people of India collide with those of the governing 
race.” How else can the extraordinary measures resorted to by the authorities 
to suppress the swadeshi movement be explained? The most prominent 

uestion, therefore, is how long India will continue to be merely ‘“ a subor- 
dinate member of the Empire,” in which position her best interests are being 
sacrificed to the interests, fancied or real, of the “‘ predominant partner” ? 
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